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grown, Homa! I praise the Earth, the wide, which is full of
ways, labouring, thy Mother, HomaT1 This conversion of
Zarathustra to the Soma cult is remarkable, in as much as it
goes to show that his followers came from Sapta-Sindhu where
the Soma-sacrifice prevailed. The Soma plant, as our readers
will remember, grew nowhere else excepting on the Himalaya
and in some regions of Sapta-Sindhu. One of the reasons
why the Soma plant was substituted by another plant by
Zarathustra may have been its scarcity in Airyaoa Vaejo *
where the plant did not probably take kiqdly to the soil.

" It is plain," says Dr, Issac Taylor, " from the character
of the culture words common to Zend and Sanskrit that the
Indians and Iranians had before their separation advanced
farther in the path of civilisation than any of the other Aryan
nations. They knew themselves as a united people (Sanskrit
Arya.) Zend Airya). They had common words for bridge,
column, battle, fight, sword, spear, and bow-string, and they
could count up to a thousand. But the agreement in religious
terms is the most striking proof of the stage of culture they
had reached. They had common words for priest, sacrifice,
song of praise, religious aspergation, for heroes and demons,
and for Mithra, the God of Light, The chief Indian God,
Indra, the god of storms, who in the Rgveda is a beneficent
deity, becomes in the Avesta a malignant power. It was
formerly believed that a religious schism was the primary
cause of the separation of the Indians and Iranians, but this
notion is now universally given up." 2

Dr. Taylor does not say on what grounds has this
notion been universally given up* But if it has really been
given up by the Western scholars, so much the pity for
historical truth* The very fact that Indra, not merely " the
God of storms/' but the mightiest beneficent deity of the
Vedic Aryans, was regarded by the Iranians as a malignant
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